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The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff:

In April, legislation was introduced in Califomia (SB-357) requiring all cartridges
and bullets for handguns sold within that state be inscribed with a serial number for
recording and tracking purposes. | am very concerned that if this bill is passed, it could
result in the bankruptcy of ammunition manufacturers and pose grave acquisition
problems for law enforcement arganizations and the armed forces. | am requesting that
the Department of Homeland Security review this legislation and its impact on the ability
of the Department to procure handgun ammunition and communicate concerns to
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and my Committee.

I am a firm believer that state issues fall squarely within the domain of state and
local elected officials. However, because of the nature of ammunition manufacturing,
the character of the California market, and national security concerns, there is in this
unique case a federal nexus for review.

The ammunition industry is a high-volume, low profit business. The three leading
manufacturers (Federal Cartridge, Winchester, and Remington Arms) produce nearly 15
miilion rounds per day. The California legisiation would require:

¢ All handgun ammunition cartridges manufactured, imported, sold at retail or
possessed in the state have a serial number laser engraved on the bottom of the
bullet (projectile) and on the side of the cartridge casing;

= Ali cartridges contained in a box of handgun ammunition bear the same unique
serial number; and

= All packaging display the unique serial number for the cartridges contained in
that box.

The technology for “engraving” a bullet and/or case is untried and unproven.
There has not been a comprehensive, peer-reviewed study regarding any potential
benefits to law enforcement investigations of this technology. No ammunition maker
has undergone any of the complex testing necessary to integrate engraving into the
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