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Diear Patty,

T am writing to esk vou to vote in apposition to two bills relating to firearms and ammumitduan. AB
152 (Fusetz) requires that after Tanuary 1, 2007, handgons spproved for sale in Caliloria, wust be
manufastured with A mechonism st will misroscopically imprint a unigue number on the cartridge
case as it fires. I'm ceriuin (hat (e auther's rationallry ia that this will ussist law enforcement in
irdenrifying criminals who shoot someone and loave o cartridge vese al the crime scene. This snrmds
great and works in & laboratory environment where dll cleinents are controlled, however in the real
wotld, it's not much more than wishfal thinking. 'he reasons this idea isn't realislic are pumerous.
To name a fow, n large perceutage of handmguns used in vinlent crimes are sither stolen or purchasad
out of stule, se Were would either be nn mimber imprinwed vt e umber wonld be repistered
sutneune other than the bad guy. The machunisn iu the gun that embosses the nmber can eusily be
intentionally destrayed, ot inadverlendy aitsred or destroyed by ordinary cleaning, or wewr and teas,
With milliona upon millions of existing handguns owned in California, the probubility of this bill
having any pueilive elfect on publiz safety is ahsird. The only thing this bill wiil accomplish is w
ineresse e cost of handghns. People are aill going to buy in cegardless.

SB 357 (Thmn) is one where bandgun ammunitdon (nchuding 22 dmfire) sold in Califonia after the
effective dute ol the law would be required © hove s upiyue serial number, which womld he
tepislered to the purchaser in o Deportment of Justice Kepisty. This is another idaa that is workable
in a controlled environment hut not pragtival. There are =otirely too many varinhles for it to be an
effectivc law cnforcement tool. Tiest having been said; the main roason T'm opposed L this Lill is
thar it ereates 2 large nwnber-of-new criminal offenses for seemingly inmvcent acls. A person
moving to Ualifornis from another state and bringlng handyun agmunition into the state, anyone
giving, selling, or otherwise furniching ammunjtion to another would be rommiting a crime. For
cxample, if your asbund weul slooting with a friend and shared 2 hox of his amme, he could go to
jail. If & persun were stopped by an officer and A handgun cariridge was seen In the car, the officer
would have probable cause w detain the driver unfil @ superviscr could respond and microseapically
examine the cartridgs for a serial number, however loog it would take. If there was no serdal number
visible, the driver would be subject 10 arrest. A person making his own huflets 23 so many handgun
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shooters do, would be committing a separate crime for every bullet cast and if caught, subject to
arrest. People go to public shooting ranges or public land to shoot and many just leave their
expended cases lying where they fall. The bad guys go to the same places to shoot. How helpful will
it be to law enforcement if the bad guy picks up a handful of expended cases and throws them down
at a crime scene to confuse us good guys? Not withstanding any of the above, the ammunition
manufacturers are saying that they won’t manufacture ammunition for sale in California. If that is
true, there will be a huge black market in handgun ammunition because the demand won't go away
just because we have outlawed the supply. Heroine, Cocaine, and Meth are good examples of how
ineffective the laws are in keeping a substance off the street if consumers really want it. This isnota
way to reduce gun related crimes. Lets face it; this is just one more way to make gun ownership in -
California more difficult for honest people.

Patty, [ know that you legislators are doing your best to make this a better state and to meet the needs
of society, but every year we get more and more gun Jaws that are confusing, onerous, difficult or
impossible to enforce, and totally ineffective in terms of public safety. Please give this serious
thought.

BestsPeards,
o mre—

ANTHONY J. CRAVER
SHERIFF-CORONER
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